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The Project LIFE Charcos intends to improve the 
conservation status of temporary ponds in South-
western Portugal by fulfilling the following goals:

•	 Compilation of the available biological 
data and update the cartography;

•	 Promote the reduction and elimination of 
identified threats;

•	 Demonstrate management and restoration 
techniques that  improve the conservation 
status of this habitat;

•	 Establish a seed bank (page 15), as a tool 
for conservation and restoration actions, 
and as plant biodiversity safeguarding;

•	 Promote dissemination of knowledge on 
the ecology and function of this habitat, on 
a local basis, by demonstrating sustainable 
management practices; 

•	 Contribute towards long term protection 
of this habitat by engaging landowners, 
farmers, decision makers, and other 
interested parties;

•	 Raise public awareness about the 
conservation needs of this habitat and 
about the value of the ecosystem.

The Project LIFE Charcos will be implemented 
at the Site of Community Importance (SCI) of 
the Southwest Coast within the Natura 2000 
Network (partially overlapping the Natural Park 
of Southwest Alentejo and Costa Vicentina 
– PNSACV). The main areas are specifically 
located in coastal plateau of Odemira and Vila 
do Bispo municipalities, where are the main 
concentrations of Mediterranean Temporary 
Ponds known in Portugal.

The SCI of the Southwest Coast is located along 
the coastline of the Iberian Peninsula and it 
includes areas from the municipalities of Sines, 
Odemira, Aljezur and Vila do Bispo. This area is 
also described as costal plateau due to its wavy 
landscape and absence of sharp slopes - except 
for the valleys near the water lines.

At a national level, this area is of the utmost 
importance, since it contains some habitats 
considered as biodiversity hotspots, which are 
vital for many rare and endangered species.

This SCI also accommodates an extraordinary 
natural heritage, which includes the 
Mediterranean Temporary Ponds, along with 
their flora and fauna. Such heritage may be 
used to boost sustainable local development, 
and also ecotourism. 
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Site of Community Importance 
(SCI) of the Southwest Coast
118.267 hectares
Land area = 99.457ha
Marine area = 18.810ha
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